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Note to Marie

1.) 

I added “food allergen” primarily because of the house site.  That search term works really well (where others work poorly) on the www.house.gov and https://www.foodallergyinitiative.org, does not work as well for most other sites.  I’m wondering if I can use that term only in those two sites, and other sites which turn up very few searches.
PARTICIPANTS

Agencies:

· Food and Drug Administration
Organizations:

· American Bakers Association
· American Institute of Baking
· National Food Processors
· Center for Science in the Public Interest
· Food Allergy and Anaphylactic Network
· The Food Allergy Initiative
· Grocery Manufacturers of America
Members of Congress:

· Senator Edward Kennedy (D – Massachusetts)
· Senator Bill Frist (R – Tennessee)
· Representative Nita Lowey (D – New York)
VENUES

· FDA
· Congress
· House and Senate Agriculture Committees
· House Energy and Commerce Committee

· Senate HELP Committee
SUMMARY


As I understand it, this issue is about labeling of foods that can be allergens to some people.  Between 4 and 7 people are allergic to everyday foods that have no allergic affect on the rest of us.  The FDA is trying to regulate food allergy labels and force food companies to place more information on the labels.  The food companies are fighting the regulations, saying that the FDA is overstepping their authority and that additional labels are an unnecessary cost.

