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Basic Background: 

· “SCI [Safari Club International] has been in operation for about thirty years.  We’re an organization devoted to the international big-game hunter.  We did not get involved in policy advocacy until the 1980s when the Fund for Animals and the Humane Society became really active.  We hired a lobbyist in the ‘80s in response to these protectionist conservationists…[unclear what he said after that].

· “We provide services to big game hunters…[because] it’s protected by international treaty.  We promote sustainable use, which includes controlled hunting.  We purchase land in Africa…to utilize their resources within their boundaries.  But many countries lack the resources to conserve their resources and prevent poaching.  Zimbabwe was a test.  We facilitated the purchase of land in Zimbabwe and so far it has been successful.  But more recently we’ve focused our attention on North America.”

· “In Congress, we’re paying close attention to the Bear Protection Act.  The most recent attempt was a rider on the Farm bill.  SCI prefers states to manage wildlife.  We have over 200 chapters in the US…and we get their attention and have them write letters to their congressmen.  I can give you a packet of info that includes a sample letter.  And we use an ex-MC to do our lobbying, Ron Marley [sp??].”

· “We have a forum…about once a month we have a lunch meeting with conservation groups like…the NRA, Wildlife Management Institute, US Sportsmen’s Fund, Ducks Unlimited, the Isaac Walton League.  We have a real grassroots foundation and we’re allied [or aligned] pretty well on hunting and sportsmen’s issues.  

· “In 1997 Congress revised the Wildlife Refuge Service Act.  The Humane Society tried to expand the federal government’s role in wildlife management, but hunting was integral in limiting their role.  The uses in the original bill varied, but we reduced it to six uses [of wildlife protected by federal government].  They’re [animal rights advocates] constantly trying to get protectionist laws passed in the states too.”

· “Then there was litigation.  In ANILCA, which stands for the Alaska National Interior Land Conservation Act, Congress gave special hunting and fishing rights to rural or native inhabitants.  The Humane Society sued to board overseeing ANILCA—it consisted of 5 agencies including the Department of Interior and Agriculture—and won two sets of motions.  The Alaska court struck it down.  Then there was a change in the administration.”

· “What the Bear Protection Act does is ban the import, export, sale, and trade of bear viscera.  The other issue here is that bears are poached in Asia for traditional medicines, usually for their gallbladder.  Even though the CITES treaty bans the international trade of bear parts, they [animal protection advocates] think they’re poached in the US for their body parts.  Virtually all states have black bear populations, unlike brown bears, or grizzlies, that are usually only found in the Pacific Northwest, Canada, and Alaska.”

· Can you explain the international treaty you mentioned?  “It’s the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or CITES for short.  158 countries participate in the treaty.  It’s the major treaty that identifies endangered species, but it also regulates trade of hunting trophies.”

Prior Activity on the Issue:

· “In 1997 Congress revised the Wildlife Refuge Service Act.  The Humane Society tried to expand the federal government’s role in wildlife management, but hunting was integral in limiting their role.  The uses in the original bill varied, but we reduced it to six uses [of wildlife protected by federal government].  Then there was litigation.  In ANILCA, which stands for the Alaska National Interior Land Conservation Act, Congress gave special hunting and fishing rights to rural or native inhabitants.  The Humane Society sued to board overseeing ANILCA—it consisted of 5 agencies including the Department of Interior and Agriculture—and won two sets of motions.  The Alaska court struck it down.  Then there was a change in the administration.”

Advocacy Activities Undertaken:

· Grassroots: members urged to write letters to MCs

· Direct lobbied MCs on Wildlife Refuge Service Act and Bear Protection Act

· Participate in recent CITES biannual meeting in Chile 

· Did not mention specific participation in litigation, but mentioned it in series of advocacy activities done by the Humane Society’s efforts to ban hunting wildlife.

Future Advocacy Activities Planned: 

· “There’s no indication of what will happen in the Farm Bill conference [when MCs return from August recess].  But we’ll keep talking to conferees and keep feelers out during appropriations.”

Key Congressional Contacts/Champions:

· No specific MCs mentioned

Targets of Direct Lobbying:

· Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus and Institute

· Farm Bill conferees “…but we leaned more on the Senate.”)

· “We tried to talk to McConnell, but he wouldn’t let us in the door.”

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying: All MCs

Coalition Partners (Names/participants):

· “We have a forum…about once a month we have a lunch meeting with conservation groups like…the NRA, Wildlife Management Institute, US Sportsmen’s Fund, Ducks Unlimited, the Isaac Walton League.  We have a real grassroots foundation and we’re allied [or aligned] pretty well on hunting and sportsmen’s issues.  

Other Participants in the Issue Debate:

· Senator Mitch McConnell introduced Bear Protection Act in Senate and as amendment to Farm Bill

· Humane Society of the US

· Fund for Animals

· Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus

Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence:

· “It’s an unnecessary bill.  It’s a states rights issue because states have the authority to regulate wildlife management.”

· “This is a federal intrusion.  Our members are suspicious of their motives.”

·  “All indications are that bears, black bears, are not at risk for extinction.  In fact a report issued by state wildlife agencies indicates that bear populations are growing in the US and that bears are posing an increasing risk to humans.  There are more and more bear sightings.”

· “The animal rights extremists are trying to backdoor state legislators and state wildlife agencies.”

· “The other issue is the trade of bear parts for medicine in Asia.  Almost all states ban the sale of bear parts for these reasons.  So what we say is that the people doing this are poachers and they should be prosecuted.  Don’t make the legitimate hunter suffer.”

Secondary Arguments and Evidence: none mentioned

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence: none mentioned

Nature of the Opposition:  RP repeatedly referred to animal rights extremists or protectionists as the opposition.

Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition:

· “They just want to protect the bears.  Period.”

Secondary Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition: none mentioned

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence of the Opposition: none mentioned.

Described as a Partisan Issue: No

Venues of Activity:

· Congress

· State legislators

· CITES biannual meeting

Action Pending or Taken by Relevant Decision Makers:  The Farm bill conference committee is expected to meet after the August recess to negotiate, and the Bear Protection Act rider to the Senate version will be an issue to be resolved because the legislation has not passed the House.  Also, Senator McConnell may also try to amend appropriations bills.

Policy Objectives and Support for/Opposition to the Status Quo:  SCI wants to maintain the status quo regulation of hunting and trading of black bears in the United States.

Advocate’s Experience: Tenure in Current Job/Previous Experience:  He was an attorney with the Federal Wildlife Service.  He was originally hired by SCI as a consultant and then was hired full time when they opened a Washington office in the 1980s.

Reliance on Research: In-house/External: 

· “We don’t have the resources to do any population studies of our own, but we rely on studies by wildlife management agencies.”

· “All indications are that bears, black bears, are not at risk for extinction.  In fact a report issued by state wildlife agencies indicates that bear populations are growing in the US and that bears are posing an increasing risk to humans.  There are more and more bear sightings.”

Number of Individuals Involved in Advocacy:  “We have 3 full time people and one hired lobbyist.”

Units in Organization Involved in Public Affairs/Policy: 1

Advocate’s Outstanding Skills/Assets:  Experience with hunting and wildlife issues.

Type of Membership (None, Institution, Individuals, Both):  Individuals and chapters.

Membership Size: 

· “We have over 200 chapters in the US.”

· “We have over 40,000 members, the most of big game hunting organizations in the US.  ”

Organizational Age: 

· “SCI [Safari Club International] has been in operation for about thirty years.”

Miscellaneous: See also copy of letter to conferees and sample letter to MCs distributed to SCI members.

