The Humane Society Advocate Summary

Issue: Bear Protection Act

Advocate #: adv10902

Interviewee: Richard Patch, Legislative Assistant

Organization: The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS)

Date of Interview: July 17, 2002

Basic Background:

· “The bear poaching problem is a global problem.  Poachers harvest bear’s gall bladders for their bile.  The bile is used in many traditional Asian medicines and can be found in traditional pharmacies in the US and around the world.  It affects all black bears, but Asiatic bears are now endangered.  Because bear populations in Asia are so depleted, poachers have turned to North America.”

· “The problem is that some states allow the trade of bear parts and some don’t.  We hear the states’ rights argument all the time.  But our bill is limited to the interstate trade of bear viscera.  This in no way outlaws legal big game hunting.”

Prior Activity on the Issue:

· “We’ve lobbied on this issue since about the mid-1990s.”

Advocacy Activities Undertaken:

· Direct lobby all MCs

· Sent letters to all MCs

· Draft legislation and Dear Colleagues for sponsoring MCs

· Include issue in weekly email alerts to members, monthly activist newsletters, and quarterly magazine

· Include vote/sponsorship of Bear Protection act in election scorecard

Future Advocacy Activities Planned: 

· Continue all activities

· Direct lobby if provision added during appropriations

Key Congressional Contacts/Champions:

Major:

· Senator Mitch McConnell

· Representative Elton Gallegly (lead House sponsor in 107th Congress)

· Representative John Porter (lead House sponsor in previous congresses)

Minor:

· 50 Senate cosponsors

· 186 House cosponsors

Targets of Direct Lobbying: All MCs targeted for direct lobbying through meeting with member/staff or letter writing and phone calls, but RP described members as falling into three categories (see targeted arguments):

1. MCs with considerable black bear populations in states/districts, where trade of bear viscera is illegal in the state;

2. MCs with considerable black bear populations in states/districts, where trade of bear viscera is legal in the state;

3. MCs with large numbers of HSUS members in states/districts.

Targets of Grassroots Lobbying:  HSUS members urged to contact all 3 MCs.

Coalition Partners (Names/participants):

Major:

· Animal Welfare Institute

· Society for Animal Protection

Other:

· “All the animal groups.”

· “The Clinton administration supported, but it’s unclear what Bush will do.”

· “We also have the support of about 20-30 state fish and wildlife directors even though their association opposes us.”

Other Participants in the Issue Debate:

Major opponents:

· Safari Club International

· International Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies

· “[Representative] Don Young always blocks the bill.”

Minor opponent:

· “The NRA [National Rifle Association] will say they’re against it if you ask them, but it’s not one of their priority issues.”

Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence:

“The fact sheet lists our main arguments…”

From fact sheet that RP gave me:
· Trade in bear parts is an international problem

· Poachers are targeting America’s bears for global trade

· Cruel tactics are used

· Most US states ban the trade of bear parts already

· Bear Protection Act would eliminate patchwork of state laws

· Bear Protection Act would improve protection of America’s bear populations

· Legislation is narrowly focused

· Cite findings from 2 sponsored research reports: “From Forest to Pharmacy: The Global Underground Trade in Bear Parts” and “The American Bear Parts Trade: A State-by-State Analysis.” (see hard file and Reliance on Research)

Secondary Arguments and Evidence:

· “The problem is that some states allow the trade of bear parts and some don’t.  We hear the states’ rights argument all the time.  But our bill is limited to the interstate trade of bear viscera.  This in no way outlaws legal big game hunting.”

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence:

· “If it’s [trade of bear parts] already illegal in their state, we stress how bears are killed for their gall bladders and left to rot.”

· “We stress the number of members in their districts and states.”

Nature of the Opposition: RP described the opposition as sportsmen’s groups and gun rights advocates, as well as state fish and wildlife agencies.  The sportsmen’s groups oppose any new restrictions, especially from the federal government, on hunting practices.  The fish and wildlife agencies oppose on jurisdictional grounds.  RP also mentioned “Don Young’s commitment, and those who despise animal protectionists.”

Ubiquitous Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition:

· “The problem is that some states allow the trade of bear parts and some don’t.  We hear the states’ rights argument all the time.  But our bill is limited to the interstate trade of bear viscera.  This in no way outlaws legal big game hunting.”

· “They say we’re just trying to stop bear hunting.”

· “They claim that there’s no decline in the bear population.  But they don’t defend gall bladder trade.”

· “They’re OK with the [international] trade ban, but not the interstate commerce part.”

Secondary Arguments and Evidence of the Opposition: none mentioned

Targeted Arguments, Targets, and Evidence of the Opposition: none mentioned

Described as a Partisan Issue: No.  “It’s relatively balanced.  We have about two-thirds Democrats signed on, and McConnell is the lead Senate sponsor.”

Venues of Activity:

· Congress

Action Pending or Taken by Relevant Decision Makers: “It’ll be dropped from the Farm bill.  McConnell may try to include on foreign ops appropriations, but you never know.”

Policy Objectives and Support for/Opposition to the Status Quo:  The Humane Society’s seeks to change the status quo protections of black bears in the US by making it illegal for the interstate commercial sale or import/export of “bear viscera.”  Currently 26 states still allow such trade, and they want federal legislation to protect bears in these states.

Advocate’s Experience: Tenure in Current Job/Previous Experience:  

· Received BA from East Carolina

· Worked as legislative assistant for Walter Jones, Sr.

· Hired as legislative assistant by HSUS in 1992 when Jones retired 

Reliance on Research: In-house/External:  HSUS relies heavily on research conducted either in-house or in cooperation with the Investigative network (see reports in hard file).  HSUS, the affiliated Humane Society International, and the Investigative Network released “From Forest to Pharmacy: The Global Underground Trade in Bear Parts” that documents the decline of bear populations in Asia and increasing demand for bear parts in the global traditional medicine market.  Also, the HSUS published “The American Bear Parts Trade: A State-by-State Analysis” in 1996 to demonstrate the need for federal legislation.

Number of Individuals Involved in Advocacy: 

· “Depending on the time of year, we have anywhere from 250 to 275 staff including summer interns.  We have about 4 or 5 lobbyists for federal legislation, 2 for state legislation, and 2 for grassroots.

Units in Organization Involved in Public Affairs/Policy: 1, government affairs.

Advocate’s Outstanding Skills/Assets:  Knowledge of issue and relationship animal-rights contacts on the Hill.

Type of Membership (None, Institution, Individuals, Both): individuals

Membership Size: not obtained

Organizational Age: not obtained.

Miscellaneous: see also handouts in hard file and www.hsus.org
