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PARTICIPANTS

Agencies:  
· Department of Interior
· Department of Agriculture

Organizations:

· Fund for Animals
· Safari Club International

· The Humane Society

· NRA

· Wildlife Management Institute

· US Sportsmen’s Fund (Alliance?)
· Ducks Unlimited

· The Izaac Walton League

· Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation

· Animal Welfare Institute

· Society for Animal Protective Legislation (division of AWI)
· International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies

Members of Congress:

· Senator Mitch McConnell
· Rep. Elton Gallegly 

· Rep. John Porter

· Rep. Don Young

VENUES

· Congress

· State legislatures

· CITES biannual meeting
SUMMARY


The Bear Protection Act would have prohibited the export, import, and interstate trade of bear gall bladders and bile, which are used in traditional Asian medicines.  Proponents believe that the Act would end the illegal hunting of bear, an indigenous American species.  Opponents feel that states’ rights in wildlife management are paramount and that supporters of the Act seek to end even legitimate bear hunting. 
