Case Summary Overview Template


Title of Issue

Background
In this area will be the history of the issue. It should include what prompted the initial interest of the public and trace these interests through lobbyist and legislative action. The history should cover up to the time of the final interviews, or the passage of a bill, whichever occurs first. Comments on the potential future of the issue, if appropriate, may be inserted here. This is likely to be the largest section of the overview. Try to make it complete and easy to understand.

Participants

First give a general overview of the major interests in the issue. Then describe the major participants in each general coalition. There may only be one coalition or there may be several. Sometimes they will have opposing views or sometimes they may agree on the bill, but their reasons for support vary significantly. For clarity this section may be broken down into subheadings (12 point font, not bolded), depending on the nature of the issue, i.e. Proponents: & Opponents:  or Coalition 1: Coalition 2: etc. 

Each of the major participants can be highlighted briefly. What is their background on the issue? What tools do they bring to the table? Why are they involved with this issue? What specific arguments do they make? Much of this material may be covered in other areas, organizational position statements can be read in the database, so detail is not vital unless it is an argument that only applies to this particular participant.

Arguments/ Impediments


Here we can explain the main arguments, which can be again divided into subheadings depending on the nature of the issue, i.e. Proponents: & Opponents:  or Coalition 1: Coalition 2: etc.  Secondary or external arguments may be covered here as well, or those arguments by groups not at the core of the issue. Does science support these arguments? What are the obstacles that opponents see to getting what each advocate wants?


A subheading should note the beginning of the discussion of the various coalitions’ impediments. 

Venues


Describe where the political battles will take place. What committees will be deciding on the issue? Has a task force been created? Is there a congressional investigation related to the study?

Lobbying Activities and Tactics


What are the general tactics of the lobbying group? This may be divided between coalitions or proponents/opponents. It will include efforts like publicity campaigns, scientific research, or targeting of particular legislative groups.

Miscellaneous
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