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SUMMARY


As I understand it, this issue concerns the financing of capital costs for water and wastewater infrastructure.  Many facilities are nearing the end of their functional life and funding is needed to replace them.  The issue proponents feel that the federal government should be a greater contributor; the federal government determines the standards, while the state and local governments foot the bill.  They advocate the use of State Revolving Funds (SRFs) and grants to support spending efforts.    The proponents are water infrastructure organizations, labor interests, the states, the municipalities, and some environmental interests.  The opponents are private water companies, and other environmental groups.  They feel that the problem is not as large as the proponents suggest, warn that grants are dangerous, and feel that other solutions are possible before federal involvement is warranted.  This is not a partisan issue.
