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WATER SECURITY MEASURE CLEARED

The House Science Committee approved bipartisan legislation supported by NSPE that would enhance security at water supply and wastewater treatment systems.  The bill (H.R. 3178), introduced by committee Chair Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY) and Representative Brian Baird (D-WA) would provide funding to support research, development and demonstration projects for the security of water infrastructure. 

“The security of our nation’s water infrastructure is vital to public health and safety,” according to NSPE President Daniel Clinton.  “The economic well being of the nation’s industry, agriculture and commerce depends on clean and safe water.”

“To counter terrorism effectively, we must look beyond the needs of the moment,” said Boehlert.  “Over the longer-run, we have to figure out ways to outwit the terrorists.  Just as we waged and won the Cold War largely through technological advancement, we must apply our research and development capacity to finding better ways to win the war against terrorism.”

The companion Senate bill (H.R. 1593) was introduced by Environment & Public Works Chair James Jeffords (I-VT) and ranking member Robert Smith (R-NH) and has been voted out of committee.  “Today, this committee made real progress on important legislation that will…strengthen security to our strategic infrastructure,” Jeffords said following the committee vote.

Both bills would authorize $12 million a year for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  The money would provide research grants on how to prevent, detect or respond to physical and cyber threats to the country’s water supply infrastructure.

“After Sept. 11, we all realized how much more should have been done to bolster airport security, fortunately we are given a chance to protect our water supply before it is seriously threatened.  It is a fundamental duty of our government to ensure that the water we drink is safe and that is why Chairman Boehlert and I have introduced this bill,” said Baird.

At an earlier House Science Committee hearing, scientists, water agency officials and the new Director of New York State’s Office of Public Security were unanimous in their support of the legislation.

“A research and development program should be initiated immediately to study intermediate and longer-term approaches to significantly reduce risk in the water infrastructure.  Many of the efforts described in H.R. 3178 are the cornerstones of an effective R&D program,” said Jeffrey Danneels, Department Manager of the Security Systems & Technology Center at Sandia National Laboratories – the leading national lab for work in water infrastructure security.

Richard Luthy of Stanford University agreed, saying, “We have a lot to do here in learning what agents and in what quantities can cause physical and emotional harm.”  He chairs the National Research Council’s Water Science & Technology Board.

The newly appointed Director of the New York State Office of Public Security, James Kallstrom, urged coordination of efforts: “I think there’s a broad understanding that we have to get state and local law enforcement involved in federal counter-terrorism efforts.”

NSPE has been a long time advocate of expanded federal investment in research and development.  Cost sharing programs like those envisioned in H.R. 3178 are not only cost effective but assist the targeting of scarce funds to important objectives and projects.

“We are confident this modest program will return significant dividends in enhanced security of our vital infrastructure and protection of our nation’s water supply and ecosystems.  It will also stimulate innovation and new products resulting in jobs, new private investment, and new systems, all of which will have applications in other sectors,” Clinton said.

SENATE URGED TO ACT ON ENERGY

Backed by a thousand business and labor organizations, the Alliance for Energy & Economic Growth called on the Senate to pass comprehensive energy legislation to help safeguard America’s economic security.  NSPE is a member of the Alliance’s Steering Committee and nearly a dozen state societies have joined the Alliance.

“The events of the past month lend a new urgency to our efforts to increase domestic energy supplies and modernize our nation’s energy infrastructure,” said Bruce Josten, executive director for government affairs at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  “Our 1,000 members – including labor organizations and energy producers, and small businesses groups – call on the Senate to set aside partisanship and pass a comprehensive energy bill now.”

Created just six months ago, the Alliance reached the 1,000-member milestone in November, signaling the strong and growing support for a comprehensive energy plan.  Heightened concerns about energy security and a faltering economy have generate increasing interest among labor and business groups in a nationwide effort to increase domestic energy supplies and improve the nation’s energy infrastructure.

“Our growing membership reflects the opinion of more and more Americans all across the political spectrum that we must act now to lessen our dependence on foreign energy sources by addressing the nation’s long-neglected energy needs,” said Harry Alford, president and CEO of the National Black Chamber of Commerce.

NSPE is a long-time advocate of a comprehensive energy plan that includes plans for the future development of all U.S. energy supplies, improved efficiency, research and development of improved production and consumption, and compliance with reasonable environmental standards.  It should clear obstacles to production and include economic incentives to upgrade exploration and reduce consumption by use of new technologies.  It must also include increased federal investment in both basic and applied research of energy technology and efficiency to assure that advances are aggressively explored, pursued and implemented.
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