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PARTICIPANTS

Agencies:

· Food and Drug Administration

· White House – The president’s Council on Bioethics
Organizations:

· American Life League

· Biotechnology Industry Organization

· Boston Women’s Health Book Collective

· Center for Genetics and Society 
· Christopher Reeve Paralysis Foundation 
· Coalition for the Advancement of Medical Research 
· American Society for Reproductive Medicine

· American Society for Cell Biology

· Council for Responsible Genetics

· Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology 
· Friends of the Earth

· International Center for Technology Assessment 
· National Right to Life Association

· Stop Human Cloning 
· US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
· American Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 

Members of Congress:

· Senator Orrin Hatch (R-UT)

· Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA)

· Senator Ted Kennedy (D-MA)

· Senator Arlen Specter (R-PA)

· Senator Sam Brownback (R-KS)

· Senator Thomas Harkin (D-IA)

· Senator Christopher (Kit) Bond (S-MO)

· Senator John Ensign (R-NV)

· Senator James Bunning (R-KY)

· Senator Michael DeWine (R-OH)

· Senator Richard Santorum (R-PA)

· Senator Donald Nickles (R-OK)

· Senator Mary Landrieu (D-LA)

· Senator Timothy Hutchinson (R-AR)

· Senator Strom Thurmond (R-SC)

· Senator Connie Mack (R-FL)

· Senator Trent Lott (R-MS)

· Senator Thomas Daschle (D-SD)

· Senator John McCain (R-AZ)  

VENUES

· Senate Health Education Labor and Pensions (HELP) committee

· Senate Judiciary committee

SUMMARY


There has been an objection in Congress against human cloning since science has made the procedure possible.  While there is not large support human cloning, in certain communities there exists a substantial amount of support for procedures related to cloning.  These procedures include the harvesting of human embryos and the farming of embryonic stem cells.  Certain genetic research relies on “therapeutic cloning” of embryos in a fight against genetic disease and spinal chord and brain injuries.  Because embryos are a central building block to human life, activists for reproductive rights and rights to life have engaged in substantial lobbying on this issue.  Religious organizations are also involved because they believe the issue is about protecting human life.  Feminist groups are concerned, because they view the issue as being central to both women’s rights and the protection of women from exploitation.  Scientific researchers and the victims of disease are also highly involved with this issue, because the use of embryonic research has the potential to treat a large number of ailments.

