
MYTH #1
U.S. farm policy bilks taxpayers
and busts the budget.

FACT #1
U.S. farm policy costs pennies per
meal and accounts for little more
than one-half of 1% of the U.S. Budget.
In fact, the 2002 Farm Bill costs less
than the 1996 Farm Bill with emer-
gency assistance.

MYTH  #2
The 2002 Farm Bill depresses farm
prices and increases food prices.

FACT #2
American consumers enjoy the
safest, most abundant, and most
affordable food supply in the world
for 10.9% of income – less than
consumers in any other country. In
any case, the 2002 Farm Bill cannot
depress farm prices and increase
food prices at the same time.

MYTH  #5
U.S. farm policy interferes with
free markets and free trade.

FACT #5
U.S. farm policy fully complies with
U.S. trade agreements.  And, with
foreign tariffs on agricultural goods
more than 5 times higher than U.S.
tariffs, U.S. farm policy helps level
the playing field so our farmers can
compete in a world market that
is not free or fair.

MYTH  #6
The 2002 Farm Bill shortchanges
conservation.

FACT #6
The 2002 Farm Bill provides over
$39 billion for conservation – the
highest level of funding in history for
programs that prevent soil erosion,
preserve and restore wetlands,
clean the air and water, and
enhance wildlife.

MYTH  #7
All special interests critical of U.S.
farm policy just want good public
policy.

FACT #7
Many special interests critical of
U.S. farm policy cross the ideologi-
cal divide but share a common
denominator: agendas that the vast
majority of Americans reject.

a g r i c u l t u r e . h o u s e . g o v

President Bush signed the Farm Bill on May 13, 2002, providing a
strong safety net for America’s farmers and ranchers and restoring
fiscal responsibility to U.S. farm policy.

A  S U M M A R Y

"There is nothing more horrible than the murder
of beautiful theory by a brutal gang of facts.”

-- LaRochefoucauld

MYTH  #3
U.S. farm policy helps big corporate
agribusiness, not real farm families.

FACT #3
Big corporate agribusiness actually
opposes U.S. farm policy. U.S. farm
policy does help all American farm
families because all farm families
feel the sting of a world market that
is not free or fair.

MYTH  #4
U.S. farm policy is nothing but
corporate welfare benefiting only
those receiving direct help.

FACT #4
U.S. farm policy is important to
national security, ensuring a safe,
abundant, and affordable domestic
food supply, and vital to a strong
rural and urban economy, with the
food and fiber industry creating 25
million jobs, producing $3.5 trillion in

output, and account-
ing for 15% of U.S.
Gross Domestic
Product.

The 2002 Farm Bill sets a record high for conservation funding –
about 80% higher than the record level set under the 1996 Farm Bill.

Voluntary, incentive-based conservation programs authorized under
the 2002 Farm Bill are the most successful and popular environmental
programs in the United States, saving millions of acres from soil
erosion, enhancing water and air quality, and promoting wetland
and wildlife habitat restoration and preservation - creating a boon
for wildlife populations.

By helping highly efficient and productive American farming
operations, U.S. farm policy also protects millions of acres of wildlands
in the Third World where low efficiency, low productivity agriculture
would otherwise increase.

As Nobel Laureate Norman Borlaug noted in The Wall Street Journal, dated

May 13, 2002, the modern production practices of U.S. farmers have "...had

a dramatic conservation effect:  saving millions of acres of wildlands all over

the Third World from being cleared for more low-yield crops."  Borlaug added

that but for these advances in agriculture, "...at least half of today's 16 million

square miles of global forest would already have been plowed down, and the

rest would be scheduled for destruction in the next three decades."

U.S. farm policy’s help to farm families
also inherently contributes to a cleaner
environment by “decoupling” benefits
from production so farmers have
flexibility to dedicate their land to
the agricultural or conserving use
that’s best for soil and water quality
on their land.

a g r i c u l t u r e . h o u s e . g o v

The 2002 Farm Bill funds
conservation programs at their
highest levels in history while
sustaining U.S. production
agriculture that has helped
save millions of acres of
wildlands in the Third World.

Myth #6
The 2002 Farm Bill shortchanges conservation.

FACT #6
The 2002 Farm Bill provides over $39 billion for conservation
— the highest level of funding in history for conservation pro-

grams that prevent soil erosion, preserve and restore wetlands,
clean the air and water, and enhance wildlife.


