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SUMMARY

The Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards, put in place in 1970’s, affect the fuel efficiency of passenger cars and light trucks and vans.  There had been a moratorium on increasing the standards for light trucks and vans.  Environmentalists want to see the standards raised.  Manufacturers (and unions) generally oppose raising standards.  Increasing standards means that manufacturers must to figure out how to make vehicles more fuel efficient (at the same time consumers want vehicles that are bigger).  Unions worry about job losses from increased standards.  Efforts were made to attach an amendment that would raise standards to the 2001 Energy Act.  It was stripped from that bill before it was enacted.  
