Advocate Summary

[I interviewed NSPE on WI & SRF but he spoke about a number of other issues at the end, one of which was the K-12 Math and Science issue]

Issue:  K-12 Math and Science

Advocate:  National Society of Professional Engineers – Larry Bory

Date of Interview: 5/23/02
I want to talk about one more issue.  Another coalition.  In the education bill, which is another one of the big bills, Title II was about math and science education.  A coalition was put together that was called Science, Math, Engineering and Technology Coalition, SMET.  The whole point was to increase funding for math and science partnerships.  Math and science teachers are very hard to find partners in the high-tech industry.  

Teaching in public school is difficult, not enough math and science teachers are being trained, salaries are too low.  When Secretary Paige had his confirmation hearing, he was the superintendent of the Houston school district, he said that Texas Instrument and several other big high-tech companies were siphoning off math and science teachers from the Houston school system because they could make more money and get better benefits, better hours.  The discipline problems in schools.

We don't teach science and math very well in this country.  Kids don't want to take it, it's hard, it requires work.  NSPE tried to deal with this a few years ago, make an effort to have partnerships.  Twenty years ago we created a program called Math Counts, which is like a spelling bee except it's for solving math problems.  As part of that, we also developed a new math curriculum for teaching math and engineering.  So we've been concerned about this for a long time.

Technically there are only two physicists, one Republican and one Democrat.  They were both very involved in this math-science partnerships issue.  

We've got $450 million authorized in the math and science partnerships.  That's only half the struggle.  Math and science partnerships is money that goes back out to the states in block grants, primarily to assist the encouragement of teaching by providing summer jobs or years off for math and science teachers to go and work in laboratories, to go work with private companies, to go work in federal agencies.  To see what the applications of math and science are, to improve the way that they teach math and science.  They will get grants or stipends or other things to do that.  It would also create other programs that would improve the compensation for math and science teachers.  


The problem was that the bottom line is that the appropriation, because the bill passed so late, even though $450 million authorized, only $12.5 million was appropriated.  That's a huge cutback.  Because there was so much money in the education bill, the Education Department has reprogrammed some money.  But we still feel that some kind of funding approaching the authorization should be included in it.

