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PARTICIPANTS

Agencies:

· Department of Education (via the Math and Science Partnership Program in particular)

· Office of Management and Budget

· Office of Science and Technology Policy

Organizations:
· NAB – National Alliance of Business

· Business Coalition for Excellence in Education 

(a subgroup of the National Alliance of Business)
· Texas Instruments (TI)

· Intel

· IBM

· Statefarm Insurance

· National Science Foundation (NSF)

· Business Roundtable

· Semi-Conductor Industry Association

· Hewlett Packard (HP)

· Agilent Technologies
· National Society of Professional Engineers (NSPE)

· Science, Math, Engineering and Technology Coalition (SMET)

· American Chemical Society

· American Society of Mechanical Engineers

· American Physics Institute

· American Physical Society

· American Society of Professional Engineers

· National Science Teacher’s Association

· Electronic Association

· Congressional Black Caucus

· National Education Association

· American Electronics Association

· Mechanical Engineer Association

· Math and Science Coalition
Members of Congress:

· Rep. Sherwood L. Boehlert (R-NY)

· Rep. Nick Smith (R-MI) 

· Rep. Christopher Shays (R-CT)

· Rep. Roscoe G. Bartlett (R- MD)

· Rep. Brian Baird (D-WA)

· Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX)

· Rep. Bart Gordon (D-TN)

· Rep. Bob Etheridge (D-NC)

· Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX) 
· Rep. Timothy V. Johnson (R-IL)   
· Rep. Ralph M. Hall (D-TX)

· Rep. Joe Baca (D-CA)

· Rep. Lynn C. Woolsey (D-CA)

· Rep. Ralph Regula (R-OH)

· Rep. John A. Boehner (R-OH) 
· Rep. Cal Dooley (D-CA)

· Rep. Roger F. Wicker (R-MS)

· Rep. Vernon Ehlers (R-MI)

· Rep. Rush Holt (D-NJ)
· Senator George Allen (R-VA)

· Senator Ted Kennedy (D-MA)

· Senator Patty Murray (D-WA)
· Senator  Tom Harkin (D-IA)
VENUES

· Congress

Specific Committees:

· Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions committee (HELP)

· Senate Education committee

· House Education and the Workforce Committee

· House Science Committee (specifically, the Subcommittee on Research)

· House Appropriations Committee

· Senate Appropriations Committee

· VA appropriations

· HUD appropriations

· Health, Labor, Education and Pensions Committee

· Authorizing Committee

· Subcommittee of Labor (HHS)
SUMMARY

As I understand it, this issue is about a general concern shared by many government agencies and private organizations about the insufficiencies of math and science education in the United States.  Specifically, there is an increasing shortage of well-trained U.S. citizens needed to fill the job demands of the national technology industry.  In order to remain technologically competitive (a goal which is also essential to our national security), the number of domestic individuals skilled in math and science must be increased, and this process must begin with education.  As part of the Bush administration’s No Child Left Behind initiative, The National Mathematics and Science Partnerships Act (HR 1858) was proposed and passed, authorized at $450 million.  Yet only $12.5 million was appropriated, due both to the late development of the bill in the Congressional cycle and also to a hesitancy on the part of legislators to spend so much money on HR 1858 when $160 million was being devoted separately to the National Science Foundation for a math and science partnerships program.  Beyond the question of whether the goals of these two programs would best be served by joining forces, proponents of math and science education agree that more funding is needed.  As a result, a number of technological companies have joined forces with educational organizations to encourage Congress to fund the program at a higher level.
