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Paper assignment for Wednesday February 6, 2008.

This document is both a set of instructions for your paper and a template for what the paper should look like.  In fact, you should use this document to write your paper.  Save this word file as a new file with the name:  “PLSC497_paper1_yourlastname.doc.”  Delete all the text, add your name up top, replace the title with your own title, write your paper, and email it to Baumgartner before class on February 6.  Also bring a printed copy.  I will keep an electronic copy on file, and it’s possible that I’ll give you comments in track-changes.  Anyway, I want electronic copies of all your papers.

Note that this paper uses A-level headings.  Get used to that.  You may also want to use B-level headings (e.g., sub-heads).  Pay attention to presenting you paper as professionally as possible, including writing well, which means spelling and grammar.
OK, here’s the assignment:

You’ve read the French constitution from beginning to end.  You should already be familiar with the US constitution.  Based on the constitution itself, your class text, and additional readings, choose a single aspect of the French constitution that differs from the American.  
First, explain the difference as clearly as possible.  You may focus on a single clause or article in the French constitution, or a related set of them.  If there are a series of clauses on the same topic, make sure your analysis covers all of them, not just one taken out of context.  For example, it could be about the structure of elections, or about the relations between the President and the Government, or between the Parliament and the Government, or about the role of the Supreme Court.  Avoid the purely symbolic aspects of the constitution for this paper.

Second, discuss the logic of the French approach to the question.  After explaining the logic for the French case, compare to how it is done in the US.

Third, using your text and other sources, explain why the French approach to the question has been adopted.  What explains the difference from the US approach?

Finally, evaluate whether the French approach to constitutional design is: 1) more efficient; 2) more democratic; or 3) more effective than the US approach.  Note that you do not have to say one is better than the other, just what its differences are.
You should treat each of these 4 sections of the paper as separate questions, and your paper should be 5-7 pages, double spaced.  Note that you should have a bibliography.
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