Paper assignment for Monday October 29, 2007.

(Note that I moved the deadline for the paper back to Oct 29 from Oct 24)
PLSC 083, First-Year Seminar
Prof. Baumgartner

Your name here

October 29, 2007

Conflict Expansion, Leaks, and Privatizing Conflicts
Please follow the instructions from your first paper; email me a doc or docx file (e.g., this file saved as “PLSC083_paper4_yourlastname.doc”) and bring a printed copy of the paper to class before class on October 29.
Read the following three New York Times articles from today’s paper.  I haven’t looked hard to find these as they occur all the time.  
1. An Ex-Leader in Congress Is Now Turkey’s Man in the Lobbies of Capitol Hill, October 17, 2007 http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/17/washington/17lobby.html?_r=1&ref=us
2. Pentagon Sees One Authority Over Contractors, October 17, 2007 http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/17/washington/17blackwater.html?ref=us
3. House Passes Bill Shielding Reporters, October 17, 2007 http://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/17/washington/17shield.html?ref=us
 (If the links don’t work for some reason you can click on the file called NYT articles from the class web page to read all three articles in a single word file.)

Pick one of the first two stories to write about.
1.  Discuss how this story is related to Schattschneider’s theory of conflict expansion and privatization.  For example, is there clearly one side that would prefer NOT to have seen this story in the papers?  Is the story clearly the result of increased attention to the issue in previous days or weeks?  That is, has the balance of power shifted as the issue has become more salient and a greater number of people have become involved?  Or, perhaps the story itself is an effort to attract more attention to the issue or an effort by one side of the conflict to gain more publicity for their cause.
2. No matter which of the two stories you picked, now discuss the implications of story #3, on protecting confidential sources (e.g., leaks).  Discuss the concept of confidential journalistic sources with relation to Schattschneider’s ideas of conflict expansion.  For the purposes of this paper assignment, please disregard for the moment issues of national security. 

3. In conclusion, discuss the role of the press in public policy disputes, with attention to Schattschneider’s theories.  Note that for each person attempting to expand a conflict, there may be others seeking to privatize it, and often these are important government officials.  Is the secrecy of journalistic sources a weapon typically appreciated by those in power? What would Schattschneider say about that?
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