PLSC 083, First-Year Seminar
Prof. Baumgartner

Your name here

November 26, 2007
Paper assignment for Monday December 3, 2007.

This paper assignment is in two parts.  Follow the instructions carefully.  Note that this paper is due in class on Monday December 3.  Also recall that your grade will be calculated on the average of five papers, not six as indicated on the syllabus.  Any student who prefers to have their grade calculated on the basis of six papers may write an additional, optional paper which is due on Monday December 10.  Let me know if you want to do that and I will give an assignment.
First part (2 pages, roughly).  Explain what is a tipping point and how it relates to a social cascade.  This should be a general discussion, not related to the death penalty.  Use examples and be specific in explaining both concepts.  Examples can come from the book but should also be supplemented by examples you find on your own.  These examples may come from politics or everyday life.

Second part (3 pages, roughly).  Describe the events related to the rise of the concept of innocence in the death penalty debate that cause us to discuss it in terms of a social cascade.  Be specific with reference to events, people, groups, evidence.  There is no need to go beyond the evidence presented in the book you have read, but you should be specific in your discussion.

Part three (optional).  On a separate paper, signed or unsigned, give me any feedback about the death penalty book you read.  What are your reactions?  Questions?  These can be just for me or if you have questions you’d like to discuss in class, we can do so during the last sessions.
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