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SURVEY RESULTS



• a. Any homicide should be punished by death, 
with minimal appeals or legal technicalities.

• b. Some crimes are so horrendous that the 
offender deserves to die.  In fact, it is not 
used enough.

• c. The death penalty should be available but 
only used in the most extreme cases.  It 
should be used less often than it is now, but 
should not be eliminated.

• d. The death penalty is acceptable in the 
abstract; however, there are too many 
practical problems with how it is applied, so it 
should be abolished.

• e. The death penalty is morally wrong and 
should never be used in any circumstances.



Q2: Give three key words that summarize the 
reasons for your opinion above.



Q3: Three key words that you believe represent the strongest 
arguments in favor of the death penalty:



Q4: Three key words that represent what you believe to be the 
strongest arguments against the death penalty:.



• a. I really have to admit I don’t know 
much about it.  In fact, I have never 
really thought much about it.

• b. Like many people my age, I’ve thought 
about it some but I’m not really more 
knowledgeable than others.

• c. I’m probably above average in terms 
of knowledge.

• d. I’ve studied it a fair bit, actually, for 
example for some term paper or school 
projects.

• e. Not to brag, but I really know a lot 
about it.





• a. My opinions are not really very strong; 
I could be convinced either way really.

• b. I don’t really know that much about it, 
but I do have strong opinions anyway 
because I got a feel for what is right or 
wrong from my family or church.

• c. My opinions on the death penalty are 
about as strong as my opinions on other 
issues, no stronger or weaker.

• d. I know that the death penalty is [right 
or wrong] and frankly it really doesn’t 
matter to me what the facts are.  It’s an 
abstract question based on morality.

• e. My opinions on the death penalty are 
central to my political, family, or religious 
identity.


