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*'] just remember him as a good
friend," Wesley, 16, said Monday
in a low voice, hoarse with emo-
tion. “He and | were in the same
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said something about Russian rou-
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Authorities confirm qi’féy |

is missing Hickory teen

. By SHIRLEY HUNTER MOORE

Cstawbda Valley Buresu
HICKORY — A body found
three weeks ago near a Catawba

County dam has been identified as™

that of a 13-year-old Hickory girl.

Authorities confirmed the iden-
tity Friday of Isis Denise Dawkins
of 841 3rd St. Court S.W., who was
reported missing July 5. The cause
of her death’ remains a mystery,

CF however.

|

- “We're shil treating it as a suspi-
cious death,” said R.L. Ennis, an
agent with the State Bureau of
Investigatian.

. Authoritiéss say Isis’ mother, Bar-
bara Dawkins Dula, had last seen
1sis July 3.

A worker on a lunch break from
installing a sprinkler system found
the body July 28 near the Brook-
ford Dam on N.C. 127 just south of
Hickory. ‘

She was buried to her chest in
logs ‘and sticks and other debrs

Builtup from the Henry Fork River,
¢ She wanwéanng a bra, a sneaker

and pair of athleuc socks. There
were .no other clothes and no
Identificatiin d ;
Because of the decomposition,
investigators could not immedi-
ately identity the body. The N.C.
medical examiner's office in Cha-
pel Hill made the identification

from X rays, Ennis said.

On Monday, friends and com-
munity leaders sar they were
stunned by news of Isis’ death,
Randy Cowans, a second cousin
of Isis' and coach of her recreation
league softball, flag football and
basketball teams, remembered her
as a tomboy who always wore her
‘hair in a ponytail and a baseball
cap.

Everyone knew her by her nick-
name, "Didi," Cowans said, and
her favorite hangout was Hickory's
Brown-Penn Recreation Center.

There, she could shoot, hit and
pass better than most boys, Cow-
ans said.

“The team is going to miss her,
and we love her,” he said. “She’ll
always be in our hearts.”

Tim Shuford, a member of the
Ridgeview Recreation Council
who had followed Isis' progress in
sports, remembered her determi-
nation and spint.

“She liked to-go all out,” he
said; "She would give 100%. ... |
can never imagine anyone doing
anything like that to her.”

Eonis is nsking anyone with
information about ‘Isis’ disappear-
ance or death to call him at
294.2226: Brookford police at
322-4903; or Investigator J.D. Pitts
with the Catawba County Sheriff's
Department at 464-5241.

‘Mom Hudson’ dies at 93
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he H:‘ckory police have found an- | Third St,, SW. Upon arrival, he ob-

other dead body, served five-persons leaving the resi-
Officers responded to an address / dence. .
on First Avenue, SE. at Day’s report said thaf he asked a

“black male at the sgéne if he had

approximately 4:40 p.m. Saturday
ts.

after receiving a report of a body
that was found inside a rental house. -

Lt. Ronnie Lamberth said that the
body was found in the basement of-

anything in his poc
- The man han

plastic bottle. fontAjning a ~white
powdered residue, which is believed

Day a yellow .

ound In SE Hicko

The police report s
person gained entry, bu
taken. )

Damage to the vehi
mated-at $90. This is t
hicle which had tires st
on Thursday.

WOMAN CHAR
On Friday, Officer B

suspected but added that no further
information would be released until
Monday. - : %
The body was transported to Frye
Regional Medical Center,” -

——

LAY R A Fal Ah“'ﬂﬂ"‘lllhrﬁ

An employee of e car dealers;hip
reported to the ickory\ Police De-

. consent.

the house. - - : L to be cocaing, the repor said. . s :
He also said that the body is that [  Accordi g to the report, the man g}flas_h:jmc"ory Police
of a black female, apparently in her | also 3aj that he had’a razor blade in dru £ ar: V;omaln. with |
20s or 30s. . : his pocket. The officer found one in Hg pSa'dp ST
Reports at the-scene said that the' | each pocket. : : Roo? Innl mtﬂw
woman had been dead no longer than . The subject was charged with pos- rvestigat r caéver
eight to ten hours. . session of controlléd substamces. pretense .
“Lamberth said that foul play is » _ His repdrt’ said

‘Weinrich w talking wi

tered occu
if he cou

Whilg'in the room, We
a sod bottle with tin fc
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Body Is Founc
In Local House

A passing citizen found a body in
the ¢rawl space of a house Saturday
afternoon.

According to Hickory Police De-
partment reports, the body was
‘found in a house at 407 Highland Av-
-enue, SE, at approximately 1 p.m.

m‘ Hickory Police Detective Dennis
Rhoney said that the body was found
When a passing citizen noticed some-

- 4hing in the crawl space of the resi-

‘dence.

" He said they notified the police
And upon arrival the body was found
covered up with a blanket.

- Reports stated that the condition
of the body was very poor.

- Rhoney said that no one has any
information leading to the identifi-
cation of the body nor indicating how
Tong it had been there.

L &

- The body was taken to Chapel Hill

a spokesman said.

The bureau [ is inyestiga
Wednesday's
Milford King, 57,
Police reports said Kidg was ca)

put down the gurn{ but he did !
When King raised|the gun, offi
Doug Carter fiped {twice, wound
King.

ing was discharged from Fnr
Regional Medical Center on Friday

Hickoryv Dailv Record
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Po_hce Say 4fh

By LESLIE WEAVER
I{ccarﬂ Staff Writer

Police have released information that the body found Saturday afternoon
n WHWW

This latest is the fourth unidentified body !ound in the Unifour in recent
nonths.

According to reports, the woman was found at approximately | pm. in an
abandoned house by a man inspecting the location prior to demolition.

A spokesperson from the Hickory Fire Department said that June 12 this
same unoccupied house caught fire and as a result quite a bit of structural

.~
-

Umdenhﬁed Bo, y Is oman

Anyone with information nbout lhe body is urged to call the chkory
Pohce Department at 324-2060.

damage was done.

Hickory Police responded to the report of the body and while searching the
premises, the body was found in the crawl space area underneath the house.

The report said that the body was completely covered with blankets, with
the exception of the woman's left foot which was expased. . .

Ofticer Mike Crisp of the police department made a closer examination of
the foot that was exposed and reported that the woman appeared to have
been at the location for a considerable amount of time.

Police have not released further information pertaining to the body, how-
ever investigators said that they are treating this as a suspicious death.

The body bas been taken to the Chief Medical Examiner’s Office in Chapel
Hill for autopsy, ~ +

Other bodies found recently include Mary Belle Adams, who's body was
found in a garbage ‘container m Burke County; a body in Brookford Dam

area later identified as Isis Dawkins; and Tenene Conley, who was'
‘ ; e
found in a rental property on First Avenue, SE,

LI o | S e
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ry Man Charged

_ With Woman’s Murder

*

_ man had been a suspect in the case {or some time.

By DEBHA HADLEY
Record Staff Writer

Hickory police made an arrest this morning in the in-
vestigation into the death of a woman whose body was
found in'the crawl space of a burned house at 407 High-
land Ave. on Aug. 22.

Police arrested Glenn Edward Chapman, 25, of 218
Third St., SE, shortly before 6 this marning. He was
charged with murder.

It was still dark when police found Chapman at the
home of a relative near Lenoir-Rhyne Boulevard.

The early-morning quiet was disturbed by barking
dogs and then the cries of two women pmtes’(ing the ar-
rest.

Thc women were clinging to Chapman .md herating
the police as they took him to a police car,

Hickory Police Detective Dennis Rhoney said Chap-

“Chapman became a figure in the case early on,” said
Rhoney. “The investigation led us to the point where we
felt safe at making an arrest.”

The body was discovered Qy a man inspecting the par-
tially burned house prigggo demolition. It was identified
on Aug. 27 as that of Belly

The Medical Examiner's Office in Chapel Hill ident-
ified Ms. Ramseur through dental records

N

Jean Ramseur, 31, of Newlon.

Rhoney said reports from the Medical Examiner’s
Office indicated Ms. Ramseur died of trauma to the
head. It is believed that she had been in the crawl space
of the house between four and six weeks.

The arrest has brought rehef to the family of Ms.
Ramseur,

“That"is wonderful,” said Ms: 1amseur’s older SIster-
Barbara Thomas. “I'm just glad they made an arrest. It
makes my day. I've been waiting and waiting and wait-
ing."

Ms. Thomas said she did not know Chapman and had
never heard his name mentioned by her sister.

Ms. Ramseur had previously worked as a nurse at a
local medical facility. Before her death, she had
struggled with drug addiction.

Her death has been weighing on the minds of her fam-
ily.

“This Christmas was one of the worst I've ever had,” =
said Ms. Thomas. “We were real close growing up. We
shared a room. I taught her to swim and how to drive a
car.

"I am really relieved. I already feel better.”

Police say they anticipate Chapman will make a first
appearance in District Court on Monday and will be
scheduled for a probable-cause hearing within the next
three weeks. ;




2A - The Hickory (N.C.) News, Thursday, January 7, 1893

Charged in murder

Man has a recor

The man arrested and charged
with the murder of former nursc
Betty Jean Ramseur has a record
of violence. Glenn Edward
Chapman, 25, was amested last
week in an early moming raid on
his Hickory apaniment.

The man held in her death is
known well by Hickory police
officers. He was acquitted this
past summer of first degree bur-
glary and assault on his aunt. He
was charged with pulling aplastic
bag over her head and beating her
with an iron pipe. He was found
not guilty back in the summer,
says Detective Dennis Rhoney,
who dirccted the capture of the
accused man.

Betty Jean is the story of 2
respected nurse who became
hooked ondrugs. She losther job
and took up shoplifting 10 support
the habit, Her body was found in
the crawl space of an abandoned
home in the Highland section of
Hickory. The skeletal remains
were identified by the state medi-
cal examiner through dental
records.

There was little left of the par-
tially-clothed body, beneath the
house for four to six weeks. The

house had been bumed, once and
perhaps twice. Death was by
trauma, perhaps a blunt instru-
ment to the head. -

Will the arrest of Edward
Chapman clear more than one
unsolved murder?

“Not at this time,” said Det
Rhoney. “I will say this for the
record: we have had three female
nude or partially-nude bodies this
past summer. Sometmes I think
that things that look like a duck,
walk like a duck, quack like'a
duck. then it's probably a duck.”

The detective says it remains
to be seen whether other arrests
will be made, but he added, "I
wouldn’t exclude that™

Does the partially-clothed
body of another female, discov-
ered a week earlier, have any con-
nection with Miss Ramseur’s
death? “] wouldn't comment one
way or the other,” the detective
answered.

“We have a great case here.
Things are still coming from the
(state) lab that we're excited
about. Once I've confirmed my
theories. it’s going toopenalotof
other doors.”

d of

viole

Angry Glenn Edward Cha
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Man Faces 2ncﬂ
“1Murder Char //g/%eg

By DEBIA HADLEY

-
Becurd Stalf Writer

\ Hiekors police have charged o man, alre ady an yaal on one murder charpe,
with another murder
w The man now faees charges of murder in conpection with the deaths of (wo

wothen whese bodies were found i vacant houses last summer
Glenn Fdward Chapman, 25, of Third Street,
SECowas served at the Catawba County Janl in
Newton this morming with o grand Jury et
ment chargimg hun with the second count of mar-
der
Chapnian was charged today with the death of

'gC o -
Tenene Yvette Conley. My Conley's body was
found Aug 15, 1992 1n the basement of a rental
house on First Avenue, SE

Chapman already faces a charge of nurder
with the death of Betty Jean Rumseur of Newton,
I'ohee «h.nrwd Chapman with Ms  Hamseur’s
deathon Dee 31, 19492

The bodies of Ms Conley and Ms  Ramseur
were found within o werk of cacl other during

CHAPMAN the spmer of 1942

My Conlev s was hekory's only murder case from 1992 1hat remaimed
ungesnlved '

I case that tortueed Hekory Palice Departoent ivesUpator Mark
Sams

Somecthing about the way she (Ms Conlevy died Just got to me,” e sard

g Bl SN

[C s the Lirst tune an has four vears as an mvestgator that a case has

-~

: o]

—

See Locul, Page RA
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By DEBRA HADLEY
Record Staff Writer

% The Hickory Police Department
I ™\_ received indictments in two murder
" cases after the Catawba County
\ Grand Jury met Monday.

~ According to a department
spokesman, grand jury murder in-
dictments were handed down against
Glenn Edward Chapman, 25, of 218
Third St., SE, Paul Duran Ikard, 19,
and George William Hill Jr., 20.

Chapman was arrested Dec. <k ¢l
1992, and charged in connection with
the death of Betty Jean Ramseur,
31, of Newton.

Hi S
time, and he is
still at large.

Ms. Ramseur's body was found _ Police be-
Aug. 22, 1992, in the crawl space of a lieve he may
partially burned house on Highland be out-of-
Avenue by a man inspecting the state.

A  depart-

house prior to demolition.
Since the grand jury indictment —ment spokes-
has been handed down, Chapman man said the
will not have a probable cause hear- -Hickory office .
ing in District Court, . of the Federal
. His case will go to the district at.  Bureau of In- HILL
torney’s office and be scheduled for vestigation Is assisting in locating

a trial date in 25th District Superior  Hill. .
Court in Newton.
The indictments on Hill and ITkard His last known address was 809

were handed down in connection  Eighth Street Place, SE, Hickory.

with the July 21, 1992, shooting

death of Anthony Jerome Fleming of : . 3

Morganton. 'Charges were first lodged against
Hill in connectlon with this case on

Fleming's body was found b aa
police inagvehicleyata car wash alZ Dec. 18, when police issued war-
___ngenience store on .Fourth Street. ..
Fleming was a 1991 graduate of - The grand' jury indictments elim-
Freedom High School in Morganton inate the need for a probable cause
and was planning to attend Wofford hearing in District Court after Hill is
College in Spartanburg. 5.C. found
Police later sald the incident may :

rants. e e e Rl
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"F|rs’r Degree Murder Trlal. B'eglné

By DEBRA HADLEY
Statf Writer
NEWTON — Testimony got under
way Thursday afternoon In the first-
] degree murder trial of a 26-year-old
Hickory man accused of two mur-
ders from 1992.

Glean Edward Chapman is
charged in coopection with the
deaths of two women, whose bodies
were found within 3 week o the
summer of 1992.

The body of
Conley, _a

Tenene Yvetu
27-year-old Hickory

woman, was found in the basement

of a rental property on First Avenve,

S!'l\nmckoryonAn; 15, 1992 The

of Betty Jean Ramseur, a
llym-old Newton woman and for~
mer nurse, was found in the crawl
space of a bouse on Highland Avenne
in Hickory on Ang. 22, 1992

The. jury beard testimony Thurs-
day afternoon in the Conley case.

Testimony was beard from a man
who at ope time had been the No. 1
suspect in the killing of Ms Conley.

Bobby Gene Smith Jr. of Hickory -

took the stand and told jurors that he
had problems with Ms Conley be-
cause she had him arrested He told
jurors be had even threatened ber.

'
¥

e

\ T T
But when he beard that ber body lunpluhcnuelnwhm mkb—\nnyuah‘lul md

had been found, bis first teleph

" Smith sa




By DEBRA HADLEY
Record Staff Writer

NEWTON — The jury in the Glenn
Edward Chapman murder trial be-
gan deliberations this morning.

The deliberations followed a two-
week trial that saw 39 witnesses tes-
tify about events during the summer
of 1992,

Chapman, a 26-year-old Hickory
man, is facing two counts of first-
degree murder and a possible déath
penalty in connection with the
deaths of two women.

The body of Tenene Yvette
Conley, 27, of Hickory was found in
the basement of a vacant rental
house on First Avenue, SE, in Hicko-
ry on Aug. 15, 1992.

A week later, the body of Betty
Jean Ramseur, 31, of Newton was
found in the crawl space of an aban-
doned housg on Highland Avenue.

In his closing argument, pros-
ecutor Jason Parker told jurors that
the facts that both victims were
women and both were found in unoc-

Cupled b\uld\ngs were part of Chap-
man'ssignature on the killings.

“These are signature killings,™
Parker said. “(The victims) were
both naked. They were both in the
lower parts of a house. (Chapman)
might as well have taken a brick
with the initials GEC on it and
bashed them on the head.”

Parker also contended that Chap-
man had not been honest with the
police about his association with Ms.
Conley until he was forced to by
DNA evidence in semen found in her
body.

The DNA from the semen found in
Ms. Conley's body matched DNA
samples taken from Chapman, ac-
cording to expert testimony.

Chapman took the stand in court
Wednesday and admitted he had sex
with Ms. Conley. but denied killing
her.

‘Chapman gave a statement to
police before he was arrested in
which he denied having sex with Ms.
Conley and said he last saw her with

T Novenioay 10 [99ad + -
urder Trlol Dehberohons Begin In Newton'

another man, Danny Black‘burn at
the Sunny Valley Apartments.

Chapman reaffirmed part of that
statement on the witness stand, tell-
ing jurors he left Ms. Conley with
Blackburn in the parhng lot of St
Paul’s Church.

. Blackburn testified he left Ms.
Conley with Chapman in the neigh-
borhood where the body was found.

Defense attorneys argued
vigorously that just because Chap-
man had sex with Ms. Conley doesn’t
mean he killed her.

“We admitted he had sex.”
Defense attorney Tom Portwood
said. "We admitted he smoked rock.
He's not charged with either one of
those.

“Don't let yourself be stampeded
herded in there (the jury room) and
make a decision that two or three
weeks from now, you might
think ... maybe the state ‘didn't carry
its burden of proof.”

Defense attorneys also argued
that the state had failed to carry the

burden of proof required to convict
Chapman of the murders. Attorneys
said the only facts’ the state had

- proved were that two women had

been killed. They paid special atten-
tion to Ms. Ramseur's case.

“All they have proved is that she
(Ms. Ramseur) was last seen in court
on June 11, (1992), by her probation
officer, and that there was a fire at
the house on June 12, defense at-
torney Bob Adams said. * ...Nothing
the state has offered connects Glenn
Edward Chapman with the murder
of Betty Jean Ramseur.”

Defense attorneys also urged
jurors not to assume the black man
and white woman who were at the
house on Highland Avenue when it
burned were Chapman and Ms.
Ramseur

A vagrant who slept at the house
the night before it burned told a fire
investigator that he saw a black man
and white woman at the house about
daybreak.

Defense attorneys made much of
the fact that lab tests from apart-

ment on First Avenue, SE, checking
for fingerprints and hair evidence,
{urned up nothing.

Parker addressed that issue by re-
minding jurors that the prospective
renter who found the body had been
at the house earlier in the week and
said it looked cluttered. She also said
when she returned on Saturday, the
day the body was found, the house
was cleaper.

“Of course it was cleaner,”
Parker said his voice rising with
each new sentence.

“What's (Chapman) been doing?
He's cleaning up. He's taking evi-
dence. He's wiping the [ingerprints
off the doorknob and praying they
don't find that body (Ms. Conley's)
any faster lhan they found Betty
Jean Ramseur."

Although Ms. Conley's body was

e

found a week before that of Ms.
Ramseur, prosecutors contend that
Ms. Ramseur was killed first, based
on the state of the bodies. .

Ms. Ramseur's body was badly
decomposed and some of the bones
from her skeleton were never re-
covered. Ms--Conley's body was in
the early stages of decomposition
when it was found.

Prosecutors are seeking the death
penalty in both cases. If jurors con-
vict Chapman of even one of the
counts of first-degree murder, a sen-
tencing hearing will be held.

After the hearing. the jury will de-
liberate on a sentencing recommen-
dation of the death penalty or life
imprisonment.
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.7 Yury Ponders
&Ki//er 's Fate

By DEBRA HADLEY
’ ecord Stafl Writer
§ —T NEWTON —A sentencing hearing
will begin Monday to determine the
fate of Glenn Edward Chapman.

Chapman, a 26-year-old Hickory
man, was convicted Friday on two

—> counts of first-degree murder in con-
nection with two cases from the
i ) l summer of 1992,

Prosecutors for the trial will now
try lo convince the same jury that
convicted Chapman that he deserves
the death penalty for his crimes.

The sentencing hearing convenes
Monday morning, and both pros-
ecutors and defense attorpeys are
expected to present evidence.

After the hearing, jurors will de-

= liberate on whether to recommend a
sentence of life imprisonment or the
death penalty. In North Carolina, a
judge is bound by the recommen-
dation of the jury.

Chapman was convicted in con-

O nection with the deaths of Tenene
Conley, 27, of Hickory, and Betty
Jean Ramseur, 31, of Newton. Ms.
Conley's body was found in the base-

= ment of a vacant rental property on
First Avenue, SE, on Aug. 15, 1992.

Qan Canrannine Paos 144
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* From Page 1A

Ms. Ramseur’s body was found in
the crawl space of a burned and
abandoned house on Highland Av-
enue, SE, in Hickory on Aug. 22,
1992,

A jury of six men and six women
convicted Chapman in both cases
after more than four hours in the
jury room. The jury began deliber-
ations on Thursday and continued
Friday morning.

The verdicts were read in open
court just after 10:30 a.m,—

Chapman sat calmly as the ver-

-1 -9Y

gn%i%g}%ériir% To

dicts were read. His girlfriend, who
has attended all the proceedings, left
the courtroom after the guilty ver-
dicts were announced.

Judge Forrest Ferrell polled the
jury, and each member confirmed
the verdicts.

The courtroom was packed with
extra security.. Fourteen law en-
forcement officers were on hand for
the reading of the verdicts,

The extra security was a pre-
cautionary measure. It took more
than four officers to serve Chapman
with the second murder indictment
and then return him to his cell.

YA

Chapman was charged with Ms.
Ramseur’s death in December 1992,
He was charged with Ms, Conley’s
death in August 1993,

Chapman did not present a prob-
lem in court Friday. After Ferrell
ordered the defendant remanded to
the custody of the sheriff, Chapman
stood calmly and let deputies hand-
cuff him and lead him out of the
courtroom.

Prosecutors argued that Chapman
Was a vicious man who had prob-
lems with women. They cited a
statement he made to police saying
he didn't like to be around women

Decide Killer’s Fate

when he smoked crack cocaine be-
cause they bothered him,

Prosecutors also called the mur-
ders “signature killings" because
both women were found in the lower
parts of vacant structures, and both
were found naked. Both women also
sustained injuries to the head,
although Ms. Ramseur's were mark-
edly more severe,

“If they hadn't found Tenene's
body, he'd still be out there doing it
(killing women),” Assistant District
Attorney Jason Parker told jurors in
his closing argument. “Think about
that.” ’

A —.

GLENN EDWARD CHAPMAN
Convicted Of First-Degree Murder




Mo mloas

Chapman

“It started to dawn on us that this
was extremely important, that noth-
ing could be missed; nothing could be
skippéd over; nothing taken- for
granted.”She said the decision to
recommend the death penalty was
the result ‘of much thought ahd soul
- searching, but the facts of the cases
left them no other choice.

Chapman actually received two
death penalty sentences.

- The jury recommended the death
penalty for Chapman as punishment
in conneection with ‘the deaths of
Tenene Yvette Conley, 27, of Hicko-
Ty and Betty Jean Ramseur, 31, of
Newton. Ms. Conley’s body was
found in the basement of a vacant
rental property on First Avenue, SE,
in Hickory on Aug. 15, 1992. Ms.
Ramseur’s badly decomposed body

was found a week later in the crawl- .

‘Space underneath a burned and

i s V) | S & C
U\ P
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Senténced To Death

abandoned house on
enue, SE.

The bodies of both: women were
nude. Both suffered head injuries,
and both were crack cocaine users.

Prosecutors argued that Chaprgan
lured them to the houses with he
promise of drugs and then killed
them. They used the similarities in

Highland Av-

: )the killings- as part of the case
against Chapman contending that he -

carried out the killings as a course of
conduct. :

- “I wasn’t surprised (about the
death penalty recommendations) at
all,” Assistant District Attorney
Jason Parker 'said. “After all, he
killed two people and tried to kill a

third individual. Like I said in my -

closing argument, .what other choice
did the jurors have? What else did he
need to do to deserve the death pen-
alty?” S :

-Parker said he wasn't sure if this
death penalty conviction would send

a message to the streets. Catawba
County has seen two homicides dur-
ing this trial.

“It will make sure he doesn't kill
anybody else,” Parker said. “As far
as sending a message, we've had .’
(two) homicides this week while.]

‘was trying this case. You can tell

how much it did to stop that:”

Chapman was taken from the Ca-
tawba County Jail to death row at
Central Prison in Raleigh this morn-
ing. x

Judge Forrest F‘e‘rre.l,l - allowed

‘Chapman to visit with his family in |

the coyrthouse after the punishment
was hanhded down. : Tt

Ferrell also granted a request. b;r
Chapman that he be allowed to visit
his motheg\,’s_‘grave. '

His mother died while he was in
jail awaiting trial, and he was not al-
lowed to attend the funeral.



"High court

“won’t hear

death row
appeal

By ROBIN URIS -
Staff Writer

WASHINGTON, D.C — Death
row inmate Glenn Edward Chap-
man lost yet another appeal Mon-
day when the U.S. Supreme Court
refused to hear his case.

Chapman was -sentenced to
death after being convicted in 1994
of beating to death two Catawba
County women and hiding their
bodies in abandoned houses.

The 28-year-old former house-
painter was tried and convicted by
a Catawba County jury in 1994, but
claimed he had received an unfair
trial. The state Supreme Court last
year upheld the verdict. -

The nation’s highest court deliv-
ered its decision Monday without
comment.

“This isn’t the end of the line for
Mr. Chapman,” said N.C. Assistant
Attorney General Bud Crumpler.
“He still has other avenuesto
follow, and I'm sure he will follow
them.” _

Chapman admitted smoking
crack cocaine with Tenene Yvette
Conley and Betty Jean Ramseur
but testified in court that he didn’t
kill them. Their bodies were dis-
covered in August 1992 in dilapi-
dated houses within two blocks of
each other in Hickory.

In his appeal to the US. Su-
preme Court, Chapman said the
state Supreme Court was mistaken
in not finding errors in his original

ety i —— . 2155,




Honoring and remembering:

Betty Jean Ramseur

Tenene Yvette Conley
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The family of Betty-Jean Ramseur do not wanit her 1o be remem-
(red as a Hickory crime statistic. Nordo they want her thought of as
otherexample ofa promising young adult whose life was shartered
drug addiction | .+ . e : 2 =k
Instead, those who. Ioved the hauatingly beautiful 31-year-old
mer nurse from Newton would like people to know that she was
victim of an illness — just as much so as though she died from
poer or some other disease instead of the circuitous path that drugs
pgged her along until her body was ciscovered beneath the ruins of
purned-out, abandoned house in the Highland area of Hickory.
Hickory police are working on the Hystery surrounding the death
A Ramseur, and they are assuming she died of foul play. Her car

discovered two days after her body was found, across town near
J and W Cafeteria parking lot alongside Highway 70. %

awmen do not know for sure when the willowy blonde died. Her
ity Iast had contact with herabout 10 weeks ago after she and her
ther, Bob, a ) left for the beach in e

professional nurs

When she disappeared she already had herbags packed to goto a
[Siance abuse treatment center, according to her mother, Mrs.
ic Ramseur, and Fer sister, Mrs. Barbara Thomas of Hickory,
p consented o give an exclusive imerviewto The News in order
ounter public opinion that their danghter and sister was a part of
community’s drug-and-crime underworid.
fact that Miss Ramseur was the third young woman whose
y has been discovered in the Hickory area in recent weeks, under

From the productive
life of a nurse to the -
‘curse of drugs, a young
woman's life is de--_
stroyed. £

o X

mysterious circumstances, is not what motivated her Ioved ones to
speak up. They are concemed Wit how she met her death and have
high praise forthe kind way they arg being treated by local police, but
last weekend they talked about herto show that ‘she was a victim of
ber iliness as much as of some potential murderer. <

"From the time she took that first (drug), she was lost,” declared
ber mother, a2 Newton resident wh has been staying in Hickory for
several years with her daughter, Mrs. Thomas, and her husband,
Reggie, a commercial photographer, and their ‘young son.

Sen 1 B =

Mrs. Ramseur, sill pale and devastated by the death of her
daughter, explained with pride how Betry Jean— asthe family called
her — had anended Newton-Conover Hi gh School, eamed her high
school equivalency diploma from Catawba Valley Community Col-
lege and then eamed a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) certification
from the college.

Her danghter had worked at several regional hospitals, including”
the former Blackwelder Hospital in Lenoir, but had worked the
longest at Catawba Memorial Hospital. Her patients there were the

critically ill, mostly cancer patients. : o

.5 "When she was in school,” her sister added with a m%_"ii- was

Vmcendoflheworldn:')he'r'ifshemadeaB." o
" Mrs. Ramseurthinks it was the stress of working daily with critical
patients, and particulady Betty Jean's nursing a personal friend who
died, that led her across that invisible line into her first use of a drug
for emotional relief. :

- "It was street drugs, I suppose,” her mother said of the substance
that robbed her of her daughter. She does not think her daughter was
using drugs intravenously, she added. : g

She thinks the moment Betry Jean Ramseur ingested drugs for the
first time, she was lost, saying that she believes many persons cannot
take even their first recreational drug or drink of an alcoholic
beverage without falling victim to a chemical addicdon.

When her life began 1o fall apart, Miss Ramseur quit her mursing
Jjoband entered a treamment centernear Statesville. She was a patient
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