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Honoring and remembering: 

Betty Jean Ramseur 

 

Tenene Yvette Conley 







Facts of the Cases 

Betty Ramseur 

 W/F 

 Last seen on 
6.11.92 

 Found in crawlspace 
on 8.22.92 

 Cause of death:  
BFI (decomposed) 

 

Tenene Conley 

 B/F  

 Found in basement on 
8.15.92 

 Cause of death:  
Manual strangulation 



Evidence against Edward 

For Tenene: 

 Semen match 

 

 Witnesses:  Tenene last seen with Edward 

 

 Body found in rental house where Edward 
had been working that summer 

 



Evidence against Edward 

For Betty: 

 Witnesses:  Edward said he killed a 
woman 

 

 Homeless man:  W/F and B/M seen at 
house where Betty was later found 

 

 



Chronology:  Arrest to Death  

 December, 1992 - Arrested for murder of 
Betty  

 

 August, 1993 – Arrested for murder of 
Tenene 

 

 August, 1993 – Sent to Safekeeping at 
Central  Prison 



Chronology:  Arrest to Death 

 October 13, 1994 – Returned to Catawba 

 

 October 31, 1994 – Trial begins 

 

 November 10, 1994 – Guilty x 2 

 

 November 15, 1994 – Death x 2 

 To Death Row 

 

 



Arrested, found guilty, and sentenced to 
die???? 

First days/years on Death Row . . . 

  



Supreme Court Review in 1995  

In support of imposition of death: 

 

“Defendant appears to have no remorse for 
his conduct” 

 

“There is no discernible reason why 
defendant killed these two women; the 
murders appear to be „the product of pure 
meanness‟”. 



Chronology:  Death to Appeal  

 

 7.5.96  PC Counsel appointed 

 4.23.97  First Motion filed 

 

 6.02  Lead PC Counsel dies 

 7.02  Co-Counsel PC withdraws 

 7.02  New attorneys appointed 



Chapman Appellate Defense Team 

 Frank Goldsmith, Lead Counsel 

 Jessica Leaven, Co-Counsel 

 Pam Laughon, Investigator 

 Lenora Topp, Investigator 

 UNCA Students (2003-07) 











Brother, Help Thyself 

 Letters and contact logs 

 

 Homemade rolodex 

 

 Map of Hickory area 

 

 Living through executions 



 







 



Phases of Re-Investigation in a 

Capital Case 

 Jury selection issues – LOST 

 

 Guilt phase issues – WON 

 

 Sentencing – N/A 

 

 Ineffective Assistance of Counsel - WON 



Jury Investigation 

 11 Caucasians, 1 African-American 

 

 Jury foreperson‟s surprise at Ed‟s request  

 

 





Jury Investigation 

 B/F juror:  Ed is a “born serial killer” 

 

 Other recent murders discussed by jury 



Other Murdered Women in Hickory 

in 1992 

 Nellie Long (March of 1992, unsolved) 

 

 Maybelle Adams (March, 1992, solved) 

 

 Isis Dawkins (July, 1992, unsolved) 





What went wrong? 

 Withheld exculpatory evidence  

 

 False evidence presented at trial  

 

 Ineffective assistance of counsel 

 

 Sloppy/stereotype-based police work 



Withholding Exculpatory Evidence 

For Betty: 

 Lineup and ID of suspect not turned over 
to DA or defense 

 

 Ignored confession by a likely suspect 

 



Alvin Creasman Photographic 

Lineup 



Judge Ervin’s Findings 

 “It is unlikely that Rhoney could recall 
giving Creasman a cup of coffee, but 
forget about the lineup.” 

 

 “Rhoney‟s testimony at trial that he had 
never talked to Creasman except for one 
time to give him a cup of coffee on the 
day of the fire investigation was false.” 

 

 





Withholding Exculpatory Evidence 

For Tenene: 

 Seen alive by multiple people after alleged 
time of death – statements not turned 
over to defense 

 

 Other suspects with a clear motive were 
ignored 

 

 Inconsistencies in detectives‟ notes 



Officer Sams’ Report of Interview 

with  

Mike Cosby 
Redacted critical portions  

of interview notes 





Ineffective Assistance of Counsel 

Claims  

 Failure to investigate or use court-
appointed investigators 

 

 Ignored the possible guilt of others with 
motive in both cases 

 



Ineffective Assistance of Counsel 

Claims 

 Lead attorney “did not know” he could 
interview state‟s witnesses before trial 

 

 Lead attorney visited Ed ONCE between 
8/93 and 10/94 (one month before trial) 



Newly Discovered Evidence 

 Tenene‟s death was not a homicide 

 

 Presence of additional, unidentified semen 
on Tenene 

 

 Witness recantation regarding Betty‟s 
death 



Judge Ervin’s Findings 

 Dr. Jason‟s testimony “strongly indicates 
that Tenene Conley‟s death was not a 
murder.” 

 

 “The notion that a defendant can be put 
to death when no crime in fact occurred is 
troubling at best.” 



Anatomy of a Post-Conviction Case 

 5 evidentiary hearings 
between 12.03 and 
5.06 

 

 Honorable Judge 
Robert Ervin 

 

 Defense submitted: 

  49 witnesses 

    131 exhibits 

 

 State submitted: 

  3 witnesses 

      58 exhibits 

 







Chronology:  From Death to 

Release!  

 May, 2006 Last evidentiary hearing 

 

 Dec., 2007 Order granting new trial 

 

 4.2.08  DA dismisses both charges 

    Ed is RELEASED after 4887 

    days on Death Row 



“We, as criminal defense lawyers, are forced 
to deal with some of the lowest people on 
earth, people who have no sense of right 
and wrong, people who will lie in court to 
get what they want, people who do not 
care who gets hurt in the process.  It is 
our job – our sworn duty – as criminal 
defense lawyers, to protect our clients 
from those people.” 

     [Cynthia Rosenberry] 



Waiting to Exhale . . . .and be 

FREE 

 Weeks before release from Central Prison 

 

 The departure from Death Row 

 

 From bologna & cheese to steak for dinner  

 

 Crickets on the porch 











Life’s Tasks:  The 1st Two Months! 

 Cell phone – first day of freedom! 

 SSN 

 Driver‟s license 

 Transportation – from bicycle to car! 

 Employment – 3 weeks after release 

 Housing – 2 months after release 



the power and willingness to forgive . . . 

 

 



Until You 

There was those who played their role far 

better than I, 

And landed me on death row waiting to die. 

 

And I did, I passed away day after day  

Until it rolled into years and there was 

nothing left, not even tears. 

 



My anger became bitterness shifting from 
one emotion to the next, 

Volumes of feelings of unwritten text. 

 

Where and when would freedom come, 

When would my truth be sung and this 
injustice undone? 



I waited patiently while fearing to hope 

But hoping to live, holding on to all I had to 

give. 

 

I felt powerless as a man, grasping to 

understand my divinity my destiny - 

Was there a plan? 

 



I grew to know how to grow and blossom 

behind bars, 

 

Somehow capable of believing and still 

reaching for the stars. 

 

    Glen Edward Chapman 

    June, 2008 



 





 





Post-Scripts and Remaining Tasks 

 Who killed Betty Ramseur? 

 

 What was outcome of SBI investigation 
into lead detective‟s perjury? 

 

 Pardon of innocence for Edward 



Pardon of Innocence for Glen 

Edward Chapman 

Thanks for listening. 

Please write or email: 

  Governor Bev Perdue 

  <clemency@nc.gov> 

  Executive Clemency Office 

  4294 Mail Service Center 

  Raleigh, NC  27699-4294 

 



 



Our Prayer for the Dying 

Friends and men left behind 

on 

Death Row, Central Prison 

Raleigh, NC 























I‟m crossing that bridge with lessons I‟ve learned 
Playing with fire and not getting burned 
 
I may not know what you‟re going through 
But time is the space between me and you 
 
There is a light through that window 
Hold on say YES, while people say no 
 
„Cause life carries on. 
 
     (Prayer for the Dying, Seal)  



 



Pardon of Innocence for Glen 

Edward Chapman 

Thanks for listening. 

Please write or email: 

  Governor Bev Perdue 

  <clemency@nc.gov> 

  Executive Clemency Office 

  4294 Mail Service Center 

  Raleigh, NC  27699-4294 

 


